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Long-run wealth inequality in India

Share of national wealth (%)

e Bottom 50% === Middle 40% === Top 10%

1980 2000

Source: World Inequality Lab « Distribution of per-adult national wealth
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4 "MOM, DAD SINCE | COULD NOT GET A GIRL IN OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

| DECIDED TO MARRY A GIRL FROM THE NEIGHBOURING COQUNTRY™







11 it was estimated that there were 940 girls aged siX
very 1,000 boys-

missing every year.

-In 20
and under for e

600,000 girls 9o
_In 18 years’ time,

India will be short of 10 million brides.
India’s 201 1 census
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“India’s girls go missing.”


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAFzDCimZXk&feature=youtu.be




The Hindu Caste System

Social Structure in India



A Well-defined Role and Position
in Society for Everyone

n ancient India, caste was a
defining element of a person’s The Hindu

Brahmans

identity. It gave certain people Eastedysem <ty :
some privileges that other people Vaishyas 3 The four
s did not enjoy. The notion of karma Lol =
could justify this basic inequality: e
a person’s position in society was
pre-determined by what he or she 52
had done in his or her previous ;
w life, that was why they could not ;’:g:ﬁ:‘s ?b'es ! Qutcastes
be equal. :
There were five large groups of
people but only four castes since the Above them were the Vaishyas, 3s a privilege reserved for Brahman
lowest group had no caste and were 25 or farmers and traders who owned men. Brahman women were not
1s known as Untouchables. Those their own farms or businesses. allowed to go to school.
people usually did the hardest Above the Vaishyas were the Within each caste, there were a lot
jobs, like cleaning up the streets Kshatriyas, or warriors, but there of smaller groups. Usually people
pr collecting garbage. Below them were not many of them. s from one caste did not have much
were the slaves who were notreally 3 The highest and most powerful ~ contact with people from another
20 considered as a group of people. caste was the Brahmans: the caste because little interaction was
The lowest caste was the Shudras priests and leaders. There were allowed between the groups, one
— the farmhands or servants who only a few of them. Going to example being that marriages were

had to work for other people. school or teaching in schools was 4 forbidden between castes.









,4“’0[»

o e e e e -2
«THE FEELGOOD FUM ) GOLGEN GLosit
OF THE DECADE» NEANATIONS

el WHAT IS THE BIGGEST PRIZE OF ALL? e
S 1 MONTY @R —
—< C:lom > 0:success e—

?-
TR I IR EIITI AT

[ B e ) —




= -

., _““Changing India”’ . .
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‘Adapted extract from “Farewell to an India I hardly Knew”
\ ; - By'ANAND GIRIDHARADAS .
‘ The New York Times, July 4, 2009 '
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