
How to write a newspaper article 

 

 

 You may cut out the structure strip and place it in the margin 

as a checkist while you’re drafting your article. 

 

 Elements in the structure strip starting with « * » indicate 

advanced features. 

 

 Bear in mind that you are writing for a newspaper ( Tabloid ? 

Broadsheet ? School news ?...) , so keep your vocabulary and 

register matched to purpose throughout. 

 

 Write in the third person (he, she, it or they) or first person 

if you tell your own story. Be objective.  

 

 Remember to use discourse markers (additionally, 

furthermore, eventually, as a consequence…). 

 

 The body of the article should be written in columns. 

 

 Decide where appropriate illustrations/pictures (+captions) 

will be placed. 

 

 Proof-read, edit, revise, and spell check ! 

 

 Some school newspaper layout ideas: 
https://www.makemynewspaper.com/modern-newspaper-layout-tips-for-schools  

 
 Download newspaper templates: 

https://www.presentationmagazine.com/powerpoint-templates/0/0/00253/00253.pptx  
 

 Check out various online newspapers: 
https://bertheaua.wixsite.com/msbertheausclass/breaking-news  

 

 
HEADLINE 

 
-Short, catchy, striking title  
-Could be a statistic, a question… 
 
*alliteration 
*pun / play on words 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
-Byline (name & date) 
-Subheading in bold letters 
-Set the scene with main points :       
Who? What? When? Where? Why ? 
-Grab the reader’s attention  
 
*Rhetorical question 

 
PARAGRAPH 1 

 
-Introduce the 1st reason 
-Support your arguments with quotes 
from people interviewed, use an expert 
opinion… 
 
*Follow up on statistic in the headline 

 
PARAGRAPH 2 

 
-Introduce the 2nd reason 
-Support arguments 
 
*Use a combination of collective 
pronouns (we/us) and direct address 
with an imperative (you must) 

 
PARAGRAPH 3 

 
-Introduce the 3rd reason 
-Support arguments 
 
*Use a metaphor to describe the 
issue/debate 

 
CONCLUDING 

 
-Summarise arguments 
-Use a rhetorical question with direct 
address 
 
*Thoughtful ending, quote… 
*Finish with a one sentence paragraph 
that cues your reader to stop and reflect. 
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